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For my family



A city sidewalk by itself is nothing. It is an abstraction. It means something only 
in conjunction with the buildings and other uses that border it, or border other 
sidewalks very near it. The same might be said of streets, in the sense that they serve 
other purposes besides carrying wheeled traffic in their middles. Streets and their 
sidewalks, the main public places of a city, are its most vital organs. Think of a city 
and what comes to mind? Its streets. If a city’s streets look interesting, the city looks 
interesting; if they look dull, the city looks dull.

Jane Jacobs
The Death and Life of Great American Cities



I develoPed my first roll of film and made tiny contact prints in the 
bathroom of our apartment in the Bronx when I was eight years old. 
The magic of this process enthralled me then, and has stayed with me 

throughout my life. 

Twelve years later, I saw the exhibition The Concerned Photographer at the 
Riverside Museum in New York. The photographs by Werner Bischof, Robert 
Capa, leonard Freed, André Kertész, david Seymour, and dan Weiner 
made such a deep impression on me that my photography was defined then 
and there; as was my camera—a leica M3 with Plus-X and Tri-X films. I 
was majoring in sociology at the City College of New York and minoring in 
photography. Inspired by the work of Margaret Mead, I dreamt of traveling 
the world documenting how people lived and the details of everyday life. 

In the years that followed, I walked the streets with my camera at every 
opportunity, drawn to faces that spoke to me—happily, silently, eloquently, 
sadly. I returned to the same neighborhoods repeatedly: Hell’s Kitchen 
(bordered by 34th Street to the south, 59th Street to the north), lower 
Manhattan (the Bowery, little Italy, Chinatown, lower east Side, Fulton 
Fish Market), and Central Park. I did not take notes; I did not realize, then, 
that fifty years later I would want to know where I had taken these pictures. 

Now many of these street scenes have vanished. I have identified as many of 
the locations as possible from architectural details, old phone books, Google 
Maps, and memories of family and friends. 

Revisiting the streets of New York through these photographs is to step into 
the past, and into my own past. Aside from the contact prints I made as a 
child, these darkroom prints record the first years of what would become 
my career. The process of digitizing these images and fitting them into a 
geographical puzzle has brought me closer to them again, and reacquainted 
me with the young man I was then.

I wonder how I would photograph these same people today, should I encounter 
them again. 

Introduction

Stan Sherer, 2019



Unless otherwise specified, all photographs were taken in Manhattan.



1West 43rd Street, near the Port Authority Bus Terminal, 1967



2 1482 Broadway, 1967



3Broadway & 45th Street, 1967



4 West Bronx, 1967



5Near 32nd Street & Broadway, 1966



6 Pennsylvania Station, 1965



7Hell ’s Kitchen, 1967



8 Midtown, 1969



9Bryant Park, 1967



10 West Bronx, 1965



111968



12 Accidental double exposure at East 161st Street, the Bronx, 1966



131158 Lexington Avenue, 1967



14 Central Park, 1967



15West Bronx, 1967



16 Central Park, 1966



17West Side, 1967



18 Ninth Avenue, 51st Street, 1968



1971 East Ninth Street, 1968



20 Bryant Park, 1966



21Central Park, 1967



22 Hell ’s Kitchen, 1967



23Near West 30th Street, 1968



24 Midtown, 1968



25West Bronx, 1968



26 West Bronx, 1968



27West Bronx, 1967



28 Midtown, 1968



29Central Park, 1967



30 110 East 42nd Street, 1968



31Hell ’s Kitchen, 1967



32 Hell ’s Kitchen, 1968



33Central Park, 1967



34 Lower Manhattan, 1968



35Lower Manhattan, 1967



36 Hell ’s Kitchen, 1968



37Hell ’s Kitchen, 1967



38 West Bronx, 1968



39Central Park, 1967



40 Midtown, 1968



41The Cloisters, 1967



42 Burnside Avenue, Lexington Avenue IRT, the Bronx, 1968



43IND Station, 182nd Street, Grand Concourse, the Bronx, 1968



44 Lexington Avenue IRT, 1968



45Lexington Avenue IRT, 1967



46 Central Park, 1966



47Central Park, 1967



48 6th Avenue, 8th Street, 1975



49East Fordham Road, the Bronx, 1967



50 Central Park, 1965



51East Burnside Avenue, the Bronx, 1969



52 Hell ’s Kitchen, 1967



53Central Park, 1967



54 Central Park, 1967



55Central Park, 1967



56 Hell ’s Kitchen, 1967



57715 Amsterdam Avenue, 1967



58 Lower East Side, 1967



59Horn & Hardart Automat, Midtown, 1967



60 Midtown, 1968



61West Bronx, 1966



62 Washington Heights, 1967



63Washington Heights, 1967



64 Midtown, 1966



65Central Park South, 1967



66 Hell ’s Kitchen, 1967



67East 188th Street, the Bronx, 1967



68 Delancy & Ludlow Streets, 1966



69Midtown, 1967



70 Hell ’s Kitchen, 1967



71Hell ’s Kitchen, 1967



72 Hebrew Publishing Company, corner of Delancy & Allen Streets, 1968



73Benta’s Funeral Home, 624 St. Nicholas Avenue, 1967



74 Hell ’s Kitchen, 1966



75Wollman Skating Rink, Central Park, 1967



76 183rd Street & Ryer Avenue, the Bronx, 1965



77Central Park Zoo, 1967



78 Broadway, 13th Street, 1966



79East Burnside Avenue, the Bronx, 1969



80 West Bronx, 1965



81Hell ’s Kitchen, 1967



82 Lower Manhattan, 1966



83Hell ’s Kitchen, 1965



84 Central Park, 1965



85Central Park, 1965



86 Central Park, 1967 Midtown, 1967



87Midtown, 1967 Central Park, 1967



88 Brooklyn & Manhattan Bridges, 1967



891457 Broadway, 1967



90 West Bronx, 1967



91566 Third Avenue, 1966



92 Midtown, West Side, 1968



93Children from P.S. 35, East 163rd Street, the Bronx, 1968



94 Mosholu Library, the Bronx, 1965



95Mosholu Library, the Bronx, 1965



96 Hell ’s Kitchen, 1966



97William Cullen Bryant Memorial, Bryant Park, 1968



98 1967



99Burnside Avenue, near Jerome Avenue, the Bronx, 1969



100 83 Christopher Street, 1968



101James Farley Post Office, 8th Avenue, 1967



102 West Bronx, 1968



103Hell ’s Kitchen, 1966



104 Midtown, 1965



105East 7th Street, 1965



106 Midtown, 1967



107Hell ’s Kitchen, 1969



108 West Bronx, 1967



109West Bronx, 1969



110 Fulton Fish Market, 1967



111Riverside Park, 1966
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113Ballroom dancers, Central Park, 1965
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